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An Exchange Medium.
Editor of the New York Journal:

The greatest need among the
and receive a fair income.

We have hospitals, libraries,
but one must be sick to go to the 1
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PLAIN TJILK WITH THE PEOPLE.
us to Evils of Present Making.3 Editor of the New York Journal:
)OOth Do you not think that the system of present

,i making at Christmas as it Is now practised is a

nuisance? I was told by one young woman that
she was making me "something to wear;" I was

informed by another that she was sure that Santa
gople Claus did not like my "brand of cigars;" I was

able asked by another if I ever suffered from "cold

d to *eetThen number three told me that number pne had
r ' ma«Je me a "lovely smoking jacket." Number two
Park told me that number three was embroidering a

"lovely pair of slippers" for me. At the same
ill in- time I was told by number one that number two

were had a "'°vely smoker's outfit" for me.

Now, I am a poor young man, and it is clear that
In order to acknowledge these "lovely" presents

them * shall have to go bankrupt. It seems to me a
shame, especially when I have a weakness for a

f ob- number five. J. D. M'C.

y Harlem, Dec. 2fi.

Above and beyond the fact of your amazing
" popularity stands the indisputable evidence
that you are in a difficult and delicate position.

- We can only advise you to retreat in good
aring order across the financial Modder River, in(
sur_ trench yourself behind barbed-wire phlloso-

prey, ana wiin une jvrupp guns ui uuinpiuiitni
Pre and flattery hurl three $2 bouquets at the
ental enemy an{j cau the incident closed,
stood It (is a fact that Christmas presents have

Id be taken on a financial aspect that is alarming

illces to a POOT kut conscientious man. There are

many who are annually descended upon by a
not hQj-tje 0f relatives and acquaintances with

e one valuable presents for which the recipient has
leans no-use, but which must be acknowledged by

return presents fully as valuable in order to

prevent heartburnings.
If beyond the laudable charities to the poor

the people of this country should resolve as

a free and independent nation to confine their
>* Christmas offcrinsrs to cards and flowers, ex-

litted cept for children, the feeling of relief and

r re- thankfulness would be general.

rom Safety Lamps in Mines.
Editor of the New York Journal:

these Is there not a great necessity for some more

modern and effective invention than the old-time
" ' safety lamp in coal mines, in view of the awful

ins. accidents that are continually occurring in the
mines all over the country from explosions of fire

Tiatl-V damp? ,

[Uties Is it not criminal for the coal companies to allow
men to go down the shafts with these old-time
appurtenances? MAItTIN SCHALK.

this Bergen Point, Dec. 25.

COn- ^*e believe that almost all coal mines are

equipped with lamps that will prevent ex"nlrvclrmc?if rtrv%r>or]v ViandlAfi
Uire- rj.he jnvention of Davy is adequate for all
as a purposes of safety, but no human being can

ping, invent a machine that will induce caution in

iners ^uman brain where only carelessness
exists.
In some of our coal mines the flicker of the

nvite "damp" along the roofs of the dark subterraneanchambers is constant and spectacular,
yO to an(* woul(i scare anybody but a miner out of

his wits.
The miners become so used to it.so habit}earuated to the noiseless flashes about the coal

there veins.that they lose all fear of it.

well With the best safety lamps to be had, they
sometimes open them to adjust the flame or
to fix the wick, and an explosion follows.
Every miner holds in his hands the lives of

himself and his fellow miners, and should be
taught the value of caution at all times.

work
A True Story.

ople; Short.If Long cnlls with that little bill tell
and him I'm out.
the Mrs. Short.But that would be telling a falsehood.

' Short.Nothing of the kind. I'm out cash..
Chicago News.
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Alan Dale Declares That the
Things in It.

By Alan Dale.
tk. tAT GOODWIN has the couraee of his con-

/vlctlons, at any rate. He is producing at
/ the Knickerbocker Theatre Clyde Fitch's

' comedy of Colorado, "The Cowboy and the

Ljpiy," in spite of the fact that London, which
revels in Buffalo Bill and Bret Harte, refused to

accept It. London was q fine field for this play, '

if it could pasture anywhere. And now Mr. CJood-
win is essaying it in New York, where Bret Harte
and Buffalo Bill are far less potent.
/As a matter of fact, Mr. Fitch's comedy is quite
unworthy of such an actor as Mr. Goodwin.the
actor who gave us "Nathan Hale" and "An Ameri-
can Citizen." It might suit one of those deelama-
tory actors who drift Into New York at the fag
end of a season for the purpose of securing that
luxury known as a "metropolitan indorsement."
Perhaps its mock heroism tempted our JNatnamei.

Think of the charming opportunities it gave him to
be the real calcium light hero! At the end of the
first act he rescues "the Lady" from a horrible
death, and then absolutely refuses to pose as the
rescuer. He is quite willing that the audience
shall see him in this glorious predicament, but he
is more modest as regards the lady. Doesn't it
sometimes strike a star actor that an audience
would like to be treated with as much considers-
tion as a star actress? The audience has seen this
cheap and maudlin rescue, but the lady has not.
"Promise me. boys," he says to his associates,
"that you will not tell her. She would guy the
life out of me." Isn't that precisely what we

might do?
She tells him that she saw an arm coming over

the ledge to save her, and she thought it was "the
arm of God." In my opinion that is why Mr.
Goodwin likes "The Cowboy and the Lady." It
Isn't often that a man gets the chance to hear his
limb called "the arm of God."
In the second act more heroism for Mr. Good

win. A vengeful Indian kills Mrs. Weston's libertinehusband.in the dark. Teddy and Mrs. Weston
see each other by the. body. The pistol is apparentlyMrs. Weston's. The Sheriff appears, hears
"the lady's" trembling story, and is about to arrest
her when the triple-plated heroism of Teddy confrontshim. "I'm the man," he says. "I hated

MRS. ASTOR'S E
By Cholly Knickerbocker.

IT is hardly necessary even to indicate that the
arts of all diplomacy are now turned upon
Mrs. Astor. The announcement that.deus volente.herannual grand ball will ensrage the night

of January 29 has set all the schemers at work,
and I fancy that before the auspicious occasion
there will be a general tactical assault upon her
hospitality. The fiction of the "400" having died
a natural death, society desire's information only
as to the number her visiting list embraces. There
one finds the true measure of contemporary aristocracy,and to be a stranger to the grand ceremoniatwill stamp the struggler as a mere tassel
in the fringe of things that be.
Although the entertainment is set down as a

simple dance, it is, in fact, an elaborate ball. Need
I remark upon this elaboration when I note that
the inimitable Harry Lehr and the terpsiehorean
Eliaha Dyer, Jr., will lead?
The world may give birth in every cycle to

geniuses of mediocre stamp like Ruskln, Guy de
Maupassant, Carlisle, Herschel and others too
numerous to mention, but it is once only in a cycle
of centuries that we have an inimitable like
Harry Lehr or an equal of Dyer. Perhaps.yes, I
say perhaps.when all the authors of tomes pon-
uerous ana important are lorgonen anu loreawurn,
these names will still rin^f down the ages with
all the eclat and consideration they now command,
My memory, now confuseu In contemplation,
sounds no recollection of their peers, unless it be
Bacchante, maybe, or the tunuful Amaryllis,
Thus, the creation of Mrs. Astor shall rise to
glory, and I only regret that the times cannot producea Homer or a Dryden to sing and immortalize
an epoch Important in the annals of this glowing
Troy.
After specifying so much of importance, I regret

that my knowledge does not include also the date
of the grand ball to be given by Mrs. John R.
Drexel some time in the coming month. All that
I am able to mention is that It will be a grand
ball, and in saying this, I desire nothing so much
as to lay stress upon the qualifying adjective.
What, need I ask, could Mrs. Drexel give that
should not be grand? I am somewhat perplexed,

f If nfill hn mnrnlr o

grand ball, and not In character. Were I suggestingthe plan I would have it a masked hall,
a domino party, a bal poudre, a grab party, or

sonjething more originally ornate than a mere
vestal function. Or, again, I might suggest a

war dance or a ghost dance or a pow wow to the
Thunder Horse, introducing therein the feudal
ceremonials of the Hissiton Sioux. Fancy what a

stir such an offering to society would create! 'Why,
it would: leave Mrs. Bradley Martin in the- back
streets and efface all memory of the Vanderbilt
introduction of the last generation. Moreover, it
would reduce the Gould theatricals to the pale
of the Peoria circuit, and elevate for a decade at
least the name of Drexel to a place among the
seats of the mighty. But a ball.only a grand ball!
We had expected more than that, auil, like me.

there are others who are distrait.
There are still some echoes of Christmas Day

ringing about the town, but of all these I fancy
the Oelrichs affair the most important. For the
day, the house was given over to the jeunesse
doree, and for hours it rang with the merriment
of informal youth, hastened upward to the height
of joy by the effort of Charley Oelrichs, the benign,the avuncular. In honor of the day the
house was decorated with the conventional greens
and holly, with an occasional sprig of mistletoe to
stimulate the gallantries of youth. It was a

grand affair throughout, and the presents were

beautiful and In good taste. <

The bal poudre given by Mrs. Anson Phelps
Stokes was a great stimulation to the Lenox set.
All of them were there, supreme and important,

MRS. HAY SLII
WASHINGTON, Dei;. 26..There' is friction

among the wives of the Cabinet officers.
rPho Pnhfn^t lmliftt. will liolfl thplr first

forninl reception of the season to-morrow after-
noon. This is a decided innovation, the initial
formal Cabinet receptions never having been lieid
until the Wednesday following the New Year receptionat the White House.
The departure this season has occasioned much

surprise.
Mrs. Hay, as wife of the Secretary of State, is

the authority upon all such matters in the Presi-
dentinl family. Her word is law, and it was Mrs.
Hay who' selected Wednesday without consulting >

American Sympathy.
Editor of the New York Journal:

''Democracy." asks "Where is that American
sympathy which demands such an outburst of
calculated gratitude from England? ft can't be
(JiscavwKal fcere with a microscope.".

DY AND THE
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Weston. Arrest me." Now, I submit that Nat
Groodwin is too clever an actor, too valuable a factorof our theatre life to waste himself upon such
trippingly wretched claptrap. He does it well, en|oysit immensely, revels in the balmy sensation of
mimic righteousness.in fact, nobody could do it
oetter.but what a pity it is! Sycophants.those of
l first night audience.tell Mr. Goodwin that this
is an excellent role for him, but Nat is too wise
lot to discredit such spurious amiability. He may
recuse me of a fixed determination to dislike poor
Teddy North (although he didn't accuse me of too

fervidly praising Nathan Hale), but the truth pays
in the loifg run. Mr. Goodwin deserves better
things than "The Cowboy and the Lady," and I
venture to opine that last night's audience thought (
with nie. i
The third act of this play is the best. It is the

court room scene, in which Teddy defends himself,and learns, in the very court room, that Mrs.
Weston loves him. Very pretty and attractive is
the scehe, but it conies too late, after a surfeit of
profanity.a veritable inundation of big, big D's
and voluminous h's, and a colossal dose of drink
talk. Mr. Fitch's play, if it had remained cowboy
and lady throughout, would have been more entertaining.But it is a sort of tailor-made affair, and
ten minutes before the close of each act you get
a banal climax that steeps Mr. Goodwin In calciumlight and mock heroism. In the second act
there is a cake walk that goes well. Nat Goodwinand his lovely wife cake walk In an entirely
fascinating manner. You are sorry when it is over,
for then comes the murder and the beautiful
nickel-plated sacrifice. Perhaps if we were actors
we might emulate Mr. Goodwin. Sometimes I
think that I should do it. It must be so eomfor'Ingto escape from the world in which you nre

looked upon as a tumor, and pose for ten bright
minutes as the acme of everything that is gorgeouslygood and true. A rich actor can treat himselfto some very nice times. It is only the poor
devils who have to take pot luck with villains and
"eccentric" characters, far, far from "the sympathyof the audience." Miss Maxine Elliott's
work wns admirable throughout. There was a

LI Lilt! Wlltll LUIJS liiuj IVIta uinnj il urauLj u avi i,

of glotre de Dijon beauty. Now she is an actress,
with distinction, fascination and keen dramatic

*ALL EXCITES S0<
and offset only by a contingent from the junior
cotillons. Tt was really a very pretty affair, and
some of the gowns were gorgeous, notwitlistand-
lug the limitations of white.
The marriage of Miss Delia Sherman Miles to

Captain Sam Iieber, of the United States Army, is
sharing the attention given the Pauncefote weddingin Washington. Miss Annie Hoyt, as I have
before mentioned, will be maid of honor. She is
a New Yorker, fairly well known in society, and is
a bright, entertaining girl. But what Washington
really wishes to discover is whether the President
will grace the ceremonial, because even In domesticalTairs of this kind the politics of the
Canitol reach out a discriminating partiality, and
at the best all unities must be preserved. I can

see no reason, however, why the President should
not ascend from tin; ordinary, and, now that Alger
is out, lend his presence to the brilliancy of the
affair.
Letters from abroad indicate that this is a meagre

season at all resorts of the English. By far thfe
greater number of eligibles are off to the wars,
and the British mamma with marriageable daughtersis having a rather raw time of it. In additionto this, all sentiment is against entertaining,
and so I fancy that this year will go down into
the annals of British aristocrary as one of the
most stupid in the calendar. But whatever the
gloom in Albion, it is otherwise across the channel.The French are taking a sprightly, wicked
delight in the reverses of the British, and are

giving one entertainment at the heels of another,
apparently with the one purpose of showing their
keen satisfaction. On the Riviera this is only too
true, and to any American who says "What's the
odds?" I need only remark that all Anglo-Saxons
are included in the Gallic spleen.

CHOLLY KNICKERBOCKER.

SECRETARY ROOT AS
HENRY IRYING'S HOST.

Washington, Dec. 26..Sir Henry Irving is the
guest of honor to-nlglit at an elegant supper given
by Secretary and Mrs. Hoot at their residence on

Rhode Island avenue. The twenty-four guests sat
about a round table decorated with scarlet poinsetta,upon which the lights shone down from wax

tapers under tlajne color silk shades. The profusionof holly berries and Christmas decorations
added to the generally brilliant effect.
Sir Henry Irving is an old friend of Secretary

and Mrs. Root.
The guests who sat at the table to-nlglit with Sir

Henry Irving and enjoyed the Christmas cheer
were the Spanish Ambassador and Duchess
3'Arcos, the Secretary of State and Mrs. Hay, the
Secx-etary of the Treasury and Mrs. Gage, the Generalof the Army and Mrs. Nelson A. Miles, Senatorand Mrs. Lodge. General and Mrs. Bates, GeneralCorbin, Hon. and Mrs. Wayne MacVeagh, Mr.
and Mrs. Thomas Nelson Page, Captain and Mrs.
Cowles, Mr. Stoker and Miss Root.
Tlie next large evening entertainment to he given

by the Secretary of War and Mrs. Root will be a
dinner on the evening of January 27, in honor of
the President.
The first of the season's series of Presidential

dinners will be given January 13 by the Secretary
CtatA TT ,r TLA oooat.,1 will

evening of January 20, when the Secretary and
Mrs. Gage will be entertainers.
Mrs. U. S. Grant ffave a young people's dinner

to-night in lionbr of her granddaughters, Miss Sartorisand Miss Marian Grant., a daughter of Mr.
Ulysses Grant, of San Diego, Cal. The dinner
was mode the occasion of formally announcing the
engagement of Lieutenant Algernon Sartoris to
Miss Edith Davidge, daughter of a well-known
Washingtonian. The guests were Miss Edith Davidge,Miss Allach, Miss Ethel Horstmann, Miss

WISES SOCIEP
with any one, although it has been customary for
all matters relating to the social portion of the
Cabinet duties to be discussed at a meeting called
especially for this purpose. That this season the
rule of consultation should be set aside has naturallycaused much comment and speculation. In
fact, the Cabinet Indies decidedly objected to receivingthe first news that they were to be formally
at home to-morrow from 3 to 6 through the newspapers.
As it happens, the receptions will be limited in

number. Mrs. Gage, wife of the Secretary of the
Treasury, and Mrs. Koot, wife of the Secretary of
Var, will be at home to callers between the hours

If "Democracy" will throw aside the microscope
and losk further away from himself he will have
no difficulty in finding it.

Tae Journal's famous editorial was sufficient for

eay who prefer sense to sentiment.
Supposing that it had been Americaus and not

British who had gone to the Transvaal and had

LADY"
T" A /IN i
I VdUUUVVMN,
a Whole, but Has Some Good
ned in Talent.
ibility. Her voice is like a song, and her manners
ire delightful. As Mrs. Weston she was the bright
ipot of a bad play. You forgave her for electilng
o appear in a dance hall at Silverville in a gown
hat would east many of the Metropolitan Opera
louse toilettes into the shade. There she was.
leeollete, bediamonded and listening, amid the
rowboys and the cowgirls. But she made a handsomepicture, and you forgive the "grotesque irrej?vanceof the thing.
Little Miss Minnie Dupree played Midge, a

vaif, very neatly Indeed. She was not as simple
ind unaffected as Miss Gertrude Klliott, who
flayed the part in London, but she was eminently
icceptable. Midge is the one human bit in "The
Cowboy and the Lady," and although she indulges
n one maudlin speech about becoming a woman,
)n the night she found her popper drunk (a speech
;hat sounds like the songs the serio-comics sing on
he roof gardens), Midge is a pretty little girl, and
;he audience can scarcely avoid liking her.
James Lee 'Finney was the villain in the case,

vith a flaming red waistcoat that no righteous
stage creature could ever sport, and a great a

>f that nonchalance which is associated with evilioingbehind the footlights. Burr Mcintosh was
jluflf old huge Joe with effect, and Clarence
Handyslde a Colorado judge. John Flood was an

?loquent district-attorney, and Miss Estelle Mor:imer,as one of those funny old maids, in thp
creation of which Clyde Fitch excels, repeated the
success that she made in London. Thomas Oberle
svas Quick-Footed Jim, the Indian who gave
Teddy the chance to appear as the supremest hero
>f 'em all, and small parts were played by several
iceeptnble people.
"The Cowboy and the Lady" is a queer piece of

work.novel while it is Colorado, banal and irritating-while it is the Bowery. As the melodramg
comes at the end of each act, the taste of the
Bowery is left in your mouth. However, Mr.
Goodwin has the courage of his convictions, anil
that is a good thing to own. His popularity is
great. I shall not forget "Nathan Hale" In a

hurry, and "An American Citizen" had some

pretty good material in it. It is good to remember
these plays when you go to see "The Cowboy and
the Lady."

HPTY SCHEMERS WORK
<JL I I . FOR INVITATIONS.

Ward, Miss Foulke, Miss Cnssini, niece of the
Russian Ambassador; Mr. and Mrs. Francis, MrX
Corbin, Mr. Lowther, Mr. Owens and Hon. Mr.
Bromlev, of the British Embassy; Mr. Austin, Mr.
Johnston and Colonel Nicholas.

viatpC At? CAAItTTV
nvj 1 co ci ouuil. > i.

Mrs. Bayard Dominick, No. 22 West Fiftyfirststreet, will give a cotillon at Sherry's this evening
for her daughter. Miss Helen Dominick.
The first of the five cotillons under the

patronage of Mrs. Almon Goodwin, Mrs. Kverett J'.
Wheeler, Mrs. Walter (look, Mrs. Francke H. Boswortji,
Mrs. Alfred Corning Clark. Mrs. William G. Choate, Mrs.
Charles Price Brit ton, Mrs. Schuyler Quackenbush, Mrs.
Charles Havens Royee and Mrs. Charles Finney Cox will
be given at Sherry's this evening.
One of to-day's interesting social events

will be the cotillon for juniors which Mrs. Artemas H.
Holmes will give at her residence. No. 453 Madison avenue.

Mrs. George Peck, No. 65 East Fifty-third
street, entertained at dinner last evening.
The second of the De Coverly dances at

Sherry's last evening was a very enjoyable affair, of the
nature of a holiday dance, and was largely attended. It was

given under the patronage of Mrs. James 11. Benedict,
Mrs. William H. Bliss, Mrs. Vernon C. Brown, Mrs. H.
Blancliard Dominick, Mrs. diaries B. Foote, Mrs. Robert
Hoe, Mrs. 'Edward L. Keyes, Mrs. Henry C. Valentine and
Mrs. L. Stuart Wing.
The second or the series or Tuesday oances

arranged by Mr. H. D. Mills took place at Delmouico'a
last evening.
Colonel and Mrs. John Jacob Astor are

booked to sail for Europe to-day on the St. Paul, on which
Mr. and Mrs. John Munroe will also be passengers.
Colonel George B. M. Harvey and Mrs.

Harvey gave a Christmas party at the Laurel House, Lakewood.They took a tally-ho party to Allaire on Christmas
morning, where they lunched at the hall. The private
dining-room of the Laurel House was placed at their disposalfor the afternoon, and the jolliest kind of a Christmastree celebration was enjoyed. Among the guests were
Mr. and Mrs. John Larkin, Maurice Larkin, John'Adrian
Larkin, Mrs. Charles Melville Dooey and William B. Fitts.
A club of euchre players has been formed

by the young set of the upper West Side of town, wild will
hold fortnightly meetings at the homes of the different
members. The club's name will be decided upon tomorrow.when the first meeting will take place at the residenceof Mrs. Frank Louis Nugent, Riverside Drive and
Eighty-eighth street. The ufficers are: President, Mr.
Kalph Morgan; secretary. Miss Edna E. Townsend; treasurer,
Mr. Frank Lafayette Nugent. The Committee on Prizes is
composed of Miss Ida Fitz Gibbon and Miss Louise E. V.
Nugent.
The members of the Democratic Club will

give a reception to-morrow afternoon for their women
friends. "Ladies' Day" at the club is always a delightful
one. I

.

Mr. and Mrs. F. F. Lowenfels, of f^o. 3J
West Seventieth street, will give a reception and supper at
their residence on New Year's Eve.
Pretty young faces framed by powderec}

hair and pretty young girls all gowhed alike in whit#
organdie trimmed with holly, made the Christmas dance
given by Mrs. Anson Phelps Stokes last evening at her res|4«ice.No. 22!). Madison avenue, particularly novel and
charming. It was a bal poudre in honor of the hostess's
daughter. Miss Mildred Stokes, who made her debut a few
weeks ago. The big house was trimmed with Christmas
greens for the occasion, quantities of holly and mistletop
tied with scarlet ribbons decorating the ball room and other
apartments. About one hundred and twenty-five of the
young set, including many of the members of the "CinderellaCotillon," and all the season's debutantes took
part in the dance. Some pretty favors appropriate to the
season were provided for the cotillon. An elaborate buffet
supper was served by Sherry. In the centre of the table
was a small sleigh, filled with holly and mistletoe. Among
the dancers were Miss Helen Dominick, Miss Beatrix Jones,
Miss Edith Van Cortlandt Jay, Miss Hopeton Atterbury,
Miss Dorothy Schieffelin, Miss Ella De Peyster, Miss HarrietDelafield, Miss Grace Coppell, Miss Mary Wagstaff,Miss Louise Gallatin and Miss Cornelia Barnes.

\f WITH AN EARLY DATE
1 FOR HER RECEPTION.

stated, but Mrs. Emory Smith, swife of the Posti
mnster-GenerAl, will not be able to receive, owing
to an indisposition, and the other Cabinet officers'
wives are out of town for the holidays.
Two years ago, it will be recalled, the Cabinet

ladies were treated to an even greater surprise
when the President announced that he intended to
hold the Cabinet dinners on Wednesday evenings
throughout the season. As Wednesdays have from
time immemorial been set aside for the Cabinet receptions,this ruling of the President met with
much dissatisfaction. President McKlnley refused,
nowever, to alter nis uecision or to give any reason'sfor the new order.

been bled by pious Kruger while developing the
resources of that republic.
"Democracy." would then have had as litttle

aflfection for the poor Boer as the oor Boer now

has for him. It is quite probable >t Great Brit-
am can ruD qiong witnoui tne s- tuy 01 icu

true Americans as "Democracy-"
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